CITY OF PHIIL ADELPHIA

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE FRANK BRESLIN, CPA
Municipal Services Building Revenue Commissioner
1401 John F. Kennedy Boulevard Chief Collections Officer

Philadelphia, PA 19102
(215) 686-6400

FAX (215) 686-6537

May 4, 2018

The Honorable Darrell Clarke
City Council President

City Hall, Room 490
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Council President Clarke:

This letter is in response to questions raised at the April 3, 2018 and the April 4, 2018 hearings before the
Committee of the Whole on the Fiscal Year 2019 proposed budget for the Office of the Director of Finance
and Office of Property Assessment. At those hearings, the following questions were asked:

Councilman Curtis Jones: Please provide a schedule for the remaining collections that need to be added to
the data warehouse.

In addition to a full slate of tax-related collection initiatives, we are scheduled to add the following non-tax
collection initiatives to the Data Warehouse:

e Water Shutoff Call Campaign - This is an automated tool that will allow our staff to greatly
increase the volume of calls we can make to individuals whose Water Shutoff moratorium is
expiring and are scheduled for an upcoming shutoff.

® Licenses + Inspections Debt — This will be added into our consolidated portfolio view within the
Data Warehouse. Having this debt and other non-tax debt in the consolidated view will enable
our collectors to simultaneously identify outstanding non-tax delinquencies and include them in
any potential settlement.

e L+ Billing Pilot Project - When L+| performs work on a property (demolition, clean and seal, etc.),
they bill the owner for the service. If the bill is left unpaid, a lien may be entered against the
property and it is the Department of Revenue’s responsibility to collect the obligation. In the
past, this work was referred to outside collection agencies but with the use of the Data
Warehouse, the Department of Revenue is identifying property owners current on their Real
Estate bills that have outstanding L+l obligations and billing them directly. So far, over 400 bills
have been mailed.



e Commercial Trash Fee Return Mail Project - We are using the Data Warehouse to locate better
addresses for Commercial Trash Fee return mail inventory. We can see what the property owner
uses for their billing address for Water, since that data tends to be more reliable as a result of
monthly billing and threat of shutoff. If the mailing address for Water is different from the original
mailing address that resulted in a returned envelope, we will update the system with the new
address and re-send the bill.

Councilwoman Cherelle Parker: Provide a map showing the 20-30% of properties that do not have the
Homestead Exemption (by Council District).

This is not possible to map. To determine the share of properties that may be eligible for Homestead
but not receiving it, we use Census data for the number of properties citywide that are owner
occupied, and then evaluate how many are already in an assistance program (Homestead, LOOP, or
10 Year Abatement). The Census data is not available for individual properties and thus cannot be
mapped. Instead, we mapped Parcels with Homestead by Council District which is attached.

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact my office.

Very truly yours,

FCs

Commissioner Frank Breslin
Chief Collections Officer



Parcels with Homestead
As of March 31, 2018
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 1
As of March 31, 2018

"Ie 6
L £ (y)
TACONY

ERMANTOWN

FRANKFORD,

Pal
; @
JVERBROOK /| o= A
afﬂ@
Ave wip s S
sdowne LALRLPM & G
3
) o
W
) @ %  Pennsauken ot
SHYUCE Hil & oy Township
{15 X o Merchantville
e " pedertt S ]
@
KINGSESSING G
5. - %"%0
“
%1 dﬁép i
\ D’
oy  »Camden & potk _ Ch
o= ‘GQ. Y\ e (N=7he ‘I’
"S\f ?g(ﬂ o
N Collingswood
> 676 Haddon
) & Township €
uw“f 2 Z
Ve 291 % 9
SOUTHWEST W Oaklyn
PHILADELPHIA P <
: = Gloucester , —, ,
5] City Audubon  *4, Haddonfie
iladelphia @ ) (g =
ernational e

S P Brooklawn's._ it Ephraim Haddon

v A Heights @
G oogle 2 L Mlatinnal Aark westville| 53] Bellmawr Map data ©2018 Google

Airpo

Type
Homestead

Total:
19,503



Parcels with Homestead in Council District 2
As of March 31 2018
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 4
As of March 31, 2018
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 5
As of March 31, 2018
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 6
As of March 31, 2018
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 7
As of March 31, 2018_
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 8

As of March 31, 2018
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 9
As of March 31, 2018
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Parcels with Homestead in Council District 10
As of March 31, 2018
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