A RESOLUTION

Authorizing the Committee on Public Health and Human Services to hold hearings on the state
of veteran homelessness in Philadelphia and how to connect veterans to supportive services

WHEREAS, According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) approximately 11
percent of the adult homeless population are veterans and about 58,000 veterans are homeless on
any given night—and perhaps twice as many experience homelessness at some point during the
course of a year; and

WHEREAS, Homeless veterans tend to be male (91 percent), single (98 percent), live in a city
(76 percent), and have a mental and/or physical disability (54 percent). Black veterans are
substantially overrepresented among homeless veterans, comprising 39 percent of the total
homeless veteran population; and

WHEREAS, In addition to the complex set of factors influencing all homelessness — extreme
shortage of affordable housing, livable income and access to health care — a large number of
displaced and at-risk veterans live with lingering effects of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
and substance abuse, which are compounded by a lack of family and social support networks;
and

WHEREAS, About 1.4 million other veterans are considered at risk of homelessness due to
poverty, lack of support networks, and dismal living conditions in overcrowded or substandard
housing; and

WHEREAS, Veterans often suffer from conditions that make it difficult to find and maintain
gainful employment and pay for housing. Additionally, military occupations and training are not
always transferable to the civilian workforce, placing some veterans at a disadvantage when
competing for employment; and

WHEREAS, Along with veterans who have mental health or substance abuse problems,
veterans with few financial assets or who don't have family members they can turn to for support
may find themselves on the street; and

WHEREAS, Because of veterans’ military service, this population is at higher risk of
experiencing traumatic brain injuries and PTSD, both of which have been found to be among the
most substantial risk factors for homelessness; and

WHEREAS, While the VA has spent decades attempting to address veteran homelessness, it
remains unclear how effective their programs have been to date, given the number of veterans
living on the street; and

WHEREAS, The City of Philadelphia has a moral responsibility to ensure that our veterans
receive the care and benefits they have rightfully earned, and shape a welcoming home for them
to return to; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, That the Committee
on Public Health and Human Services is authorized to hold hearings on the state of veteran
homelessness in Philadelphia and how to connect veterans to supportive services.

Cindy Bass
Councilwoman—S8th District
November 15, 2018



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS, In order to effectively address veteran homelessness both advocacy and services
needed by the homeless population and those dealing with the threat of becoming homeless are
critical;

| believe that the character of a country can be measured by the effort that nation has placed on
caring for those who have risked their lives to defend it,

0. “Not only are we to connect Philadelphia’s Veterans with the resources and benefits they rightfully
deserve, but we also have a responsibility to shape a welcoming home for them to return to.”

ensuring that our veterans receive the care and benefits they have earned.

coordinated outreach is necessary to proactively seek out veterans in need of assistance and
connect them to supportive services in housing, health care, and employment services; and

ommitment to ensure homelessness is rare, brief, and non-recurring,
beginning with veterans.

CalVet is addressing veteran homelessness by working with various government and non-
government agencies and organizations, throughout California, to provide advocacy and
services needed by the homeless population and those dealing with the threat of becoming
homeless. To find housing assistance programs available in the area, call (800) 952-5626 or
(800) 221-8998 (outside California).

Support Services

The HUD-VASH program provides long-term case management, supportive services, and
permanent housing support

e Conducting coordinated outreach to proactively seek out Veterans in need of assistance.

¢ Connecting homeless and at-risk Veterans with housing solutions, health care, community
employment services and other required supports.

e Collaborating with federal, state and local agencies; employers; housing providers, faith-based and
community nonprofits; and others to expand employment and affordable housing options for Veterans
exiting homelessness.

; now, therefore, be it


https://www.calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/Pages/Housing-Supportive-Services.aspx
https://www.va.gov/homeless/housing.asp
https://www.va.gov/homeless/health_care.asp
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/HVCES.asp
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/HVCES.asp




